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Powdered opium to the amount of a drachm may be substituted for the mor¬ 
phia, and if the dry white lead is not at band, that which is ground in oil for the 
use of painters may be advantageously substituted. Sometimes a drachm of 
powdered galls may be added. 

Contribution to the History of Vaccination. By the Editor. —The following 
fact, illustrative of the value of the Jennerian discovery, seems worth recording. 
A granddaughter of Mrs. M.’s was attacked in April, 1833, with small-pox, which 
ran its course and terminated favourably. About six weeks afterwards, viz. on 
the 1st of June, Mrs. M.’s daughter and grandson, (residing in the same house 
with the first patient,) the former aged thirty-five, the latter eighteen, were 
attacked with head-ache and fever, followed on the third day by an eruption 
which presented the ordinary features of varioloid, and ran the usual course of 
that disease. The eruptive fever in the grandson was very mild, but three 
pocks appeared on his face, and proportionally few on his body. On the tenth 
day he had sufficiently recovered to go abroad. The daughter had severe 
head-ache and high eruptive fever; had forty-three pocks on her face, and a 
proportional number on the rest of her person. 

When children, the grandson had been vaccinated, and the daughter inno- 
culated. The latter had the small-pox at that time, (as the mother informed me,) 
pretty severely, had several pocks; and subsequently she had had chicken-pox. 

Hill of Mortality of Philadelphia for the year 1833. With remarks, by G. Emer¬ 
son-, M. I).—The Philadelphia Bill of Mortality for the year 1833, compared with 
that of the previous year, shows a diminution in the deaths of no less than 2,259. 
Even when allowance is made for the mortality from the epidemic cholera of 
1832, the amount from general diseases in 1833 falls short 1311. 

There is a diminution in the mortality from every particular disease specified 
as contributing largely to the general mortality, with the exception of small¬ 
pox and varioloid, the deaths from which have increased within the past year. 

The rate of diminution is particularly striking under the heads of Fever, 
Bowel Complaints, Inflammations and Measles, as will be evident from the fol- 


lowing comparative statement:- 

— 




Deaths from Fevers, 

Year 1833. - 

- 

1832. 

viz. Of all designations 

- 

360 

- 

768 

Puerperal - 

32 

8 



Eruptive 

4 

307 

- 

315 

Scarlet 

61 

- 97 


— 


— 

— 


453 



263 


263 

Diminished mortality in the last year 

- 

- 

190 

The deaths from bowel complaints with the periods of life 

when 

they took 

place, stand as follows:— 




Under 1 year. 1 to 2 

2 to 5 

5 to 20 Children. 

Adults. Totals. 

Diarrhoea - - - 25 - 11 

- 6 

- ■ 4 - 46 - 

41 

- 87 

Dysentery - - 4 4 

- 3 

-4 - 15 - 

29 

. 44 

Cholera morbus > -„ 9 
and infantum 5 ' 

- 6 

- 0 - 197 - 

9 

- 206 

161 74 

15 

8 258 

79 

337 


Bowel complaints in 1831 . 522 

do. do. 1832 (exclusive of epidemic cholera) 689 

do. do. 1833 ------ 337 
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The number of deaths from the phlegmasia in the two last years are also 
strongly contrasted. The deaths from the respective inflammations were as 
follows:— 



Year 1833 



1832. 

Lungs ...... 

- 

166 

- 

- 

225 


Chest ...... 

- 

17 

- 

- 

19 


Heart ...... 

- 

2 

- 

. 

4 


Windpipe ..... 

- 

3 

- 

- 

0 


Total in the cavity of the chest 

_ 

_ 

188 

. 

- ’ 

248 

Stomach ...... 

- 

48 

- 

- 

41 


Bowels ...... 

- 

135 

- 

- 

125 


Liver ...... 

- 

18 

- 

- 

21 


Kidneys ------ 

- 

2 

- 

- 

1 


Bladder ...... 

- 

1 


- 

1 


Total in the cavity of the abdomen 

- 

- 

204 

- 

- 

189 

Brain - - - - 72? 

Spine - - . - 2> 

• 

- 

74 

- 

- 

102 

Various ------ 

- 

- 

7 

- 

“ 

49 




473 



588 







473 

Diminution in 1833 

- 

- 

- 

• 

- 

115 



Year 1833. 



1832. 

Dropsy. 

- 

- 

80 


- 

115 

do. in the head .... 

• 

. 

170 

- 

- 

187 

do. in the breast .... 

- 

- 

52 

- 

* 

62 




302 


. 

364 


The mortality from consumption and the other most fatal diseases compared 
with those of the preceding year stand thus:— 



Year 1833. 



1832. 

Consumption ...... 

650 

- 

- 

681 

Convulsions ------ 

266 

- 

- 

342 

Small-pox ....... 

156 

- 

- 

37 

Varioloid ....... 

12 

- 

- 

6 

Measles ------- 

1 

- 

- 

118 

Scarlet fever ...... 

61 

- 

- 

307 

Croup ....... 

95 

- 

- 

110 

Bronchitis ------ 

37 

- 

- 

97 

Apoplexy 

55 

- 

- 

78 

Hooping-cough ..... 

53 

- 

“ 

58 

Births. 

1833 



1832 

Males ....... 

- 3,840 

- 

- 

3,834 

Females ....... 

. 3,802 

- 

- 

3,419 


7,642 

_ 


7,253 

Deaths ...... 

4,440 

- 


6,699 

Difference between the births and deaths 

3,202 

- 

- 

554 
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Of the above there were males of 20 years and upwards, 1,151; under 20 years, 1,261; females of 20 years and upwards, 944; under 20 
years, 1,084. 
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There were 406 returns received at the Health Office, of persons who died 
in the Alms-House of the City and Districts during the year; 478 people of 
colour are included in the total number of deaths. 

Agreeable to returns made at the Health Office and collected from 157 Prac¬ 
titioners of Midwifery, there have been born in the City and Liberties, from the 
1st of January, 1833, to the 1st of January, 1834, 3,840 male, and 3,802 female 
children, making the total number of births 7,643, leaving a difference between 
the births and deaths of 3,202. 


Deaths in each Month of the above period. 


January 




Adults. 

203 


Children. 

192 


Total. 

395 

February 


. 

- 

152 


168 

- 

320 

March - 


. 

. 

180 


186 

. 

366 

April 


. 

- 

175 


148 


323 

May 


. 

- 

178 


179 


357 

June 


. 

. 

141 


209 


350 

July 


. 

_ 

224 


362 


586 

August 


- 

. 

162 


240 


402 

September 


- 

- 

167 

- 

180 


347 

October 


- 

. 

199 

• 

161 


360 

November 


. 

. 

166 


149 


315 

December 


- 

- 

152 

- 

167 


319 



2099 2341 

By order of the Board of Health, 


4440 


WM. A. MARTIN, Clerk. 

Health Office, Philadelphia, January 1st, 1834. 


Salivation Arrested by Emesis. —Dr. Ezba Read, of Cincinnati, has com¬ 
municated to our cotemporary, the Western Medical Gazette, (August, 1834,) 
five cases of salivation promptly arrested by emesis. The emetic employed in 
three of the cases was ipecacuanha. 

Paxton’s Anatomy. —The second Volume of the Introduction to the Study 
of Human Anatomy, by James Paxton, with additions by Winslow Lewis, Jr. 
M. D. has lately been issued from the press of Messrs. Allen and Ticknor, of 
Boston. This is a very useful elementary work; the text is concise and perspi¬ 
cuous, and is illustrated by numerous, and for the most part well-executed 
wood cuts. The manner in which this work has been “ got up” is highly cre¬ 
ditable to the publishers, and worthy of all praise. 

University of Pennsylvania. —We are happy to announce the appointment of 
William P. Dewees, M. D. to the chair of Obstetrics and Diseases of Women 
and Children in the University of Pennsylvania in the place of Thomas C. James, 
M. D. resigned. 






